
Parent/Guardian Community E-Bulletin

February 2nd, 2024   
Please keep in mind any information provided in this bulletin is subject to change and is accurate at the time of distribution. 

Co-op Spotlight

From the Cooperative Education Department!

In this edition of the newsletter, the Co-op department would like to answer
some FAQ’s about the program:

What is Co-op?
Co-op is a unique program for Grade 11 and 12 students to experience a career choice
while earning either two or four elective credits. Students can be at a Co-op placement for
either half of the day (2 credits) or for the full day (4 credits). A Co-op teacher will work with
students to find a placement that suits the individual’s interests and abilities. The teacher is
there to support the student every step of the way!

What are the benefits of this program?



Explore a career interest now to make informed choices for post-secondary destinations. In
doing so, students add valuable career experience to their resume, make connections in
their chosen profession/trade, and network within the industry. Many post-secondary
institutions require a certain amount of hours and experience before students can apply to their
programs. Students also gain resume, interview and communication skills that will give them
a competitive edge now and in the future.

What is OYAP?
OYAP is the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program and is offered through the Co-op
program. Students who are interested in working in a skilled trade join the Co-op
program first and can then apply for OYAP. If a student qualifies for OYAP, all hours
worked can count towards an apprenticeship upon graduation.

How do students sign up for the program?
Students can sign up for Co-op like any other course. During course selection week in
February, select Co-op on myPathwayPlanner. Once students have signed up, they will be
sent a package to complete and scheduled for an interview for April/May. Students are
screened for aptitude, ability and suitability for the placement request.

During January and the beginning of February, the Co-op teachers gave presentations in all
Grade 10 Careers and Civics classes about applying to the Co-op/OYAP program for Grade 11
or Grade 12. If you would like more information about the program, please see our school
website or contact Ms. Vrensen, Department Head of Community Based Education at
kimberly.vrensen@yrdsb.ca.

What do the students say?

Looking back over this past semester, I have a great
amount of new knowledge. One of the most important
things I know now is what the atmosphere in a
pharmacy is like and how these establishments run. I
think this is important because I can transfer this
knowledge and newfound skills into any future
healthcare work setting I find myself in. I am hoping
to keep in touch with my supervisor to continue taking
up the occasional shift! --Diya Rangrej, former Grade
11 Pharmacy Co-op Student



Although there is a saying that “all good things must
come to an end,” I disagree as this Co-op experience is
an advancement to secure my future: my full scope of
understanding of this healthcare occupation, my trusted
relationship with the staff, or the immense experience I
have gained. All in all, my time at my Co-op placement
has been extremely eye-opening, and I can only believe
that this was the best way for me to truly gain this
experience.
--Inniya Umaibalan, former Grade 11 Medical Clinic
Co-op Student

Message from Guidance

Message from Guidance

Long one, but it is all important:) ……

FAMILY NIGHT WEBINAR SERIES
A reminder to ALL FAMILIES of the next Family Night Webinar on February 7th @ 6:30
regarding Course Selection for next year. This will be for all families of students currently in
Grade 9, 10, and 11. Students will receive Course Selection information during Grade
assemblies on February 12th. The LINK to the virtual presentation can be found on the
Family Night Agenda.

TIMETABLE CHANGES
Students have had the last several months to make changes to Semester 2, noting that
courses are incredibly tight. This coming week, Guidance will accept appointments for last
minute Gr 11 or 12 pre-requisite needs, or all grade compulsory courses. Students who
were unsuccessful in a compulsory course in Semester 1 should walk into Guidance
with no appointment on Monday and Tuesday. If unsuccessful in Math, families are
encouraged to view the resource below and book in with Guidance. Guidance will continue to
work on waitlists, where possible. If change is possible, the student is contacted. Students
are to follow their Semester 2 timetable, unless otherwise directed. Again, course changes
are incredibly limited.

IMPORTANT: TeachAssist has opened to show Semester 2 Timetables to students. It is
imperative that students are viewing TeachAssist via the TeachAssist website and not the

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n6-NgAd55DtUlkuupw8gXTCOVcd7j4k9hAOOUaJpYTI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j-sT9mKoBIZYDqXI9bvbUfaBl_pnDaK_TT2TVGD5liY/edit?usp=sharing
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/live/index.php


App. The App, although it shows some accurate courses and marks, is not affiliated with
YRDSB – for many students, the courses and marks they are viewing are not accurate.
Additionally, the App does not allow students to book Guidance Appts. Please always log into
the site. If you are using the App, you are providing your confidential information to a
non-approved third party. A reminder that Guardians can access TeachAsisst through the
Parent Portal, using the email on file.

COURSE SELECTION
myBluePrint/myPathwayPlanner will be open to submit courses from February 15-23rd.
There is no benefit to being first to submit, so please choose carefully, and where needed,
speak to teachers, as well as Guidance. Students attempting to make a change to their
timetable this year can tell you how tight it is - it is assumed to be similar next year, therefore,
it is important to think this through and do the necessary pathway research prior to selecting.
Review Semester 1 Report Cards and Credit Tallys to ensure on track, and aid in this
decision-making. FOR MATH-BASED decisions, please use this resource to help you
understand the options. Guidance is bookable to Families via TeachAssist Parent Portal –
appointments can be in person or virtual (please let us know if you need us to send a link).
Instructions on how to book an appointment can be located at the bottom of the Markville
Guidance website. Courses must be locked in by February 23rd.
IMPORTANT: Students currently in Grade 10 and 11 should be exploring Post-Secondary
interests to review program requirements, so as to be able to choose potentially required
Grade 11&12 pre-requisite courses in February for next year’s Course Selection. It is
recommended for Gr 10s to also put in courses for Gr 12, so that they can ensure the correct
pre-requisites in Gr 11 (only Gr 11 courses will be locked in the system). Course selection
options/information can be found here, as well as Department pathways on the Guidance
website. Post-secondary information and links can be reviewed here.

POST-SECONDARY INFORMATION
The next upload to OUAC/OCAS will take place on February 10th & 11th. Students will want
to confirm that their courses are in and accurate.

For Gr 12 students - as Semester 1 comes to a close, please ensure that any Private School
or alternative Board report cards are submitted to Markville Guidance. Private schools
must upload to OUAC/OCAS, but the course does not count towards a student Transcript,
unless MSS uploads the report card. Private schools can email counsellors directly; TDSB,
etc would need to be provided via the student.

https://ta.yrdsb.ca/live/parents/index.php
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/live/parents/index.php
https://app.myblueprint.ca/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LEa4Wx8POdv7ye3nVGfft0Q38awL2rZU/view?usp=sharing
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/yrdsb/parents/
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/home?authuser=0
https://app.myblueprint.ca/public/courses/yrdsb/markville1
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/course-selection
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/course-selection
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/post-secondarypathways/home


Guidance will present to Gr 12 students on Accepting Your Offer on February 26th @ 3:30
virtually. We will post reminders in the Guidance Google Classroom.

Happy weekend! Looking forward to Semester 2!
Your Guidance Team~

This is a mental health resource that will appear in the E-Bulletin
weekly that was created by past and present Markville students.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zxvp0ngpV22ikM7Fow2FNIMxX2wErCF5/view?usp=sharing

Markville Guidance Website Wellness Page:
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/wellness
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 Community Opportunities Site!

We would like to remind you of our Community Opportunities Site linked to our
school home page where students, families and all community members can
access up-to-date information about workshops, seminars, scholarships and
more.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Asp9CrpKs76BJX8DK2aAVO1SQwbMlkspQUwJdJyhGQk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zxvp0ngpV22ikM7Fow2FNIMxX2wErCF5/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/wellness
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/mss-community-opportunities/opportunities


http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/markville.ss/Pages/default.aspx


YRDSB Communications



Ubuntu-Healing-Wellness-Circle.pdf

a virtual healing circle for Black-identified students in Grades 7-12.

Skills Ontario Events

The purpose of this memo is to share the opportunities available through
the annual Skills Ontario Events for YRDSB students and Guidance
Educators. All of the following events will take place on Monday May 6 and
Tuesday 7, 2024 at the Toronto Congress Centre, Toronto Ontario, and are
intended for students in Grades 4-12 to gain exposure to careers and
pathways in the skilled trades and to cheer on our YRDSB students
participating in the competitions.

Please view this video that summarizes all of the events in which students
can participate through YRDSB and Skills Ontario. Skills Ontario
Competition 2024 (English). Skills Ontario Competition 2024 Flyer
(French)

Secondary Skills Ontario Events

Tuesday, May 7, 2024
1. Career Exploration Showcase
2. Young Women’s Conference
3. First Nations, Métis, and Inuit (FNMI) Conference
4. Young Women’s Initiatives
5. Entrepreneurship Provincial Showcase
6. Skilled Trades Conference for Guidance Educators
Please see List of Skills Ontario Events 2024 for details about the event,
registration and resources. Registration is required for all events except for
the Career Exploration showcase.

https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Program%20Flyers/Ubuntu-Healing-Wellness-Circle.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=4WmfE9
http://www.skillsontario.com/index.php/en/competitions/otsc?7d9b8770b2fccab2ab3090484df18474=59fe66a8b370a74ce7e945c36d4eb866
https://youtu.be/ozviAosVVag
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VLAloOS7foGPLh9irqJMHFeUxUBockzg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VLAloOS7foGPLh9irqJMHFeUxUBockzg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xmDGwIQCuld6-_b3Nl1rwS2tq0YjhcYG/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xmDGwIQCuld6-_b3Nl1rwS2tq0YjhcYG/view?usp=share_link
https://www.skillsontario.com/young-womens-initatives#CEEVarious%20Dates
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gI-T9oxHlzhuUoolYv_ARfwxn1KUoPBZ_u_QxJItosU/edit


Community Events

Author Talk with Jackie Khalilieh | Events |
Markham Public Library

https://markham.bibliocommons.com/events/655703bfb6d98938007fd043
https://markham.bibliocommons.com/events/655703bfb6d98938007fd043


CF Markville Mall
Exclusive Event Celebrations
We invite you to join us on Saturday, February 10 at 2 PM in Centre Court to
enjoy a festive Lunar New Year celebration hosted by A1 Radio's Happy Trio –
Winnie, Anthony, and Tyrone.

The exclusive event will include a traditional lion and dragon dance, martial arts
and singing performances, God of Fortune, and so much more. A Traditional Lion
and Dragon Dance symbolizes good fortune and energy at the beginning of the
new year. Meet the God of Fortune as he shares his wealth and luck with the
community to kick off the new year.

The celebration continues! Explore our week-long celebration which includes lion
dances, and special CF Music performances.

Sun Feb 11th | 3:00 - 3:20 pm | Dragon Dance
Fri Feb 16th | 4:00 - 6:00 pm | CF Music with Valerie Lo Duo
Sun Feb 18th | 12:00 - 12:20 pm | Lion Dance
Sun Feb 18th | 2:00 - 4:00 pm | CF Music with Valerie Lo Duo

Centre court is located on Level 1, near Uniqlo.

Happy Lunar New Year! We wish you a joyful and prosperous new year!

https://shops.cadillacfairview.com/property/cf-markville/lunar-new-year

https://shops.cadillacfairview.com/property/cf-markville/lunar-new-year

